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	The reading materials that were studied during this Humanities class contained a lot of fascinating information concerning the Jews as a religious group as well as their sufferings during the holocaust.  As I studied these compelling accounts from the holocaust there were statements made that struck me very strongly.  These statements made me wonder why the Jews were hated so much.  I wondered what kind of circumstances would cause such hatred and how the Jews were able to recover from such ordeals.  I was also curious about the lasting, worldwide effects that resulted from this infamous tragedy.  These questions resulted in an online search, visits to the local library, the viewing of holocaust influenced videos and documentaries, and a visit to the Price Family Holocaust Memorial, in Salt Lake City Utah.   
	When the year 1939 came around hatred, violence, and enmity towards the Jews was not something new.  It had been, as a matter of fact, quite common for hundreds of years.   "Prejudice against or hatred of Jews—known as anti-Semitism—has plagued the world for more than 2,000 years." (Anti-Semitism: The Longest Hatred, 2011).  Since around 70 CE the Jews have been accused of atrocities, murdered and massacred, and persecuted.  Many of these persecutions stemmed from the idea that they, collectively, were "murderers of our Lord" (Timeline of anti-Semitism, 2011).  By the time the early 1900's rolled around the highly "influential pro-Nazi fascist parties", using modern techniques of propaganda and brainwashing, "stirred up local citizens, accusing the Jews of being the eternal enemies of Christ and the State" (Wiesel E, 2002).  The sickening, sad truth is, as has been the case throughout history, actions of the vilest nature were excused because they were, supposedly, the will of heaven.  In the name of "God" human beings were made to suffer through inexpressible horror!  
	One-third of the Jewish population, approximately six million Jews, including one and half million children, were murdered!  "How did they manage to retain their sanity?  How did they learn once again to trust people they did not know?" (Wiesel E, 2002).  Those who survived retained lifelong scars.  "Some remained trapped in the past, it's pain and terror defining their lives.  Others carried the weight of survivor guilt...Another common problem was known as  'concentration camp syndrome' [now collectively called post-traumatic stress disorder, PTSD]" and "liberation could not heal the mental and physical scars of those injuries."  (Altman, 2004). Time alone could lesson and eventually heal their scars.  Since their expulsion from Palestine, their inheritance chosen by God himself, in A.D. 70, the Jews had longed to return and their eventual liberation from the Germans provided this opportunity.  The Jews had been outsiders where ever they went and were "easy targets for suspicion and hatred"  (Altman, 2004).  This forced them to rely on each other and led to the Zionism movement and the pioneering of Palestine.  These pioneers, along with holocaust survivor refugees, followed their new rallying cry "NEVER AGAIN" and eventually, in 1948, succeeded in the establishment of the new Jewish State of Israel, a free and sovereign nation.  "By 1950, more than half the Jewish survivors of the Holocaust were living in Israel" (Wood, 2007).          
	The events surrounding the holocaust had extreme significance and influence on the whole world.  "The plight of the European Jews raised broader issues about human rights".  This eventually led to the foundation of the United Nations, its charter, the establishment of an international court, and a Universal Declaration of Human Rights.  Governments began to be willing to surrender authority to an international agency and leaders guilty of inhumane acts were now held accountable for their actions.  This universal declaration of human rights was highly influenced by the Declaration of Independence and President Roosevelt's "Four Freedoms" speech (Altman, 2004).  People throughout the world could now claim many basic human rights taken for granted by Americans.   Although we, as human beings, have a long way to go, the horrific events of the holocaust led to the establishment of hope for many minorities spread throughout the world.  Evil dictators and tyrants at least have to think twice before they act.
	The historical story of the Jews is a great example of the issues discussed throughout this humanities course.  As a religious group they are an example to the world in their faithful observance.  They have clearly been marginalized because of their looks, beliefs, religious faith, and race.  Like the blacks, in America and throughout the world, the Jews, being a minority everywhere they went, endured great affliction at the hands of racists, bigots, and majorities.  Three ideas, as expressed in the humanities course text from the article "Why We Love War: And What We Can Do To Prevent It Anyway", on page 955, "the idea that there is a particular enemy nation [race] that embodies evil, and that if it were defeated, the world would become paradise, the idea that taking action against this enemy [race] is the path to glory and to legendary heights of existence", and "the idea that anyone who does not agree with this accepted wisdom is a traitor", appeared in German society.  These ideas led to mass genocide and, suddenly, another world war began and thousands of innocent lives were lost.   
	The fact that the genocide experienced in the holocaust, by the Jews as well as the world, an unparalleled event throughout the known history of the world, even happened is appalling and unbelievable.  Occurrences of discrimination, marginalization, and racism have been responsible for the deaths of millions of our world's  inhabitants throughout time.  We must change this tendency to trample and abuse those who are different and thereby secure their rights and, in so doing, secure our own.  The survival of our rights and freedoms, along with the rest of the world's, are dependent upon the responsibility that we take upon ourselves.  For this very reason countless holocaust memorials have been built-up and established.  They are there to remind us of our inherent tendencies, the atrocities mankind is capable of, as well as our duties and responsibilities towards our fellow inhabitants.  It is indeed painful to relive and rediscover these things but it is however necessary to do so in order to prevent the repetition.  We all need to adopt the rally cry "Never Again"!       
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